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   520- 545- 4700

      




        English Language Arts

                                                              8th grade Syllabus 

Welcome
Sunnyside Unified School district is using the Springboard ELA Curriculum for the 2016-1017 academic year. There are four thematic units that will be covered this year ( there are two units per semester/ one unit per quarter). Each unit includes two embedded assessments which are written assessments that will be analyzed and broken down at the beginning of each unit for student clarification and understanding of goals. Students have access to the Springboard Digital Text/ Units online.  We will be using our LEARN class site to access Assignments, bell work, resources (glossaries, websites, etc.) and other ELA related websites used for instructional purposes.  Below you will find important parent information/expectations and an overview of each unit, the learning targets and academic/ literary vocabulary as well as class materials, procedures and the grading policy.  
Parents please Sign up to Remind Notifications on your Parent Cell Phone. This is the first mandatory Assignment for students.  Being signed up to Remind allows parents to stay up to date on important classroom announcements and due dates for students. 
Parents please make sure to sign the Student’s Wildcat Pride Card & Reading Log every Thursday! Students receive class grades for this.   
Materials: 

· Laptop  ( FULLY CHARGED/ EVERY MORNING)  w/ Earbuds

· One Purple Plastic 2 pocket folder w/ metal prong

· One – One Subject Notebook College Ruled (per quarter/ 2 per semester).
· A Pencil Pouch with 3 Sharpened Pencils (always sharpened!)  &  3 Black Pens

· Highlighters (Yellow, Red, Blue, Green, Orange) Twistable Crayons (12 pack ) min

· Yellow Post its

· An Eraser 

ELA Syllabus continued….
This course has been designed to fulfill the latest College and Career Readiness Standards for 8th grade. These are on the ADE Website at:

http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/englishlanguageartsstandards/
COURSE OUTLINE 
ELA UNITS
Unit 1 

This unit focuses on the challenges of heroism. Because this word is used every day—in television shows, movies, video games, books, the news, school, and conversations—we rarely take time to actually think about what it means. In this unit, you will research, read, and write to develop a more complex understanding of this important societal and cultural concept.

Goals:
· To create an original illustrated narrative based on the Hero’s Journey archetype

· To analyze and synthesize a variety of texts to develop an original definition of hero
· To analyze and evaluate expository texts for ideas, structure, and language

· To develop expository texts using strategies of definition
	Academic 
	 Literary Terms

	  context

  visual technique

  function

  concise

  synonyms

  negation


	· archetype

· imagery

· details

· setting

· point of view

· conflict

· mood

· protagonist

· plot

· pacing

· epic

· tone

· diction

· denotation

· connotation

· nuance

· definition essay

· allegory

· formal style

· informal style

· coherence

· thesis


Unit 2
We probably all agree that we would like to live in an ideal society where everyone is free and happy, but what does that actually mean, and why do definitions of the ideal society differ so greatly? Some would argue that an ideal life is a life without conflict or problems, but what is a “perfect” life? In this unit, you will read, write, and engage in various types of collaborative discussions to explore these universal questions. Then, you will move from discussion and exposition into debate and effective argumentation as you research and develop a claim about a contemporary issue.
GOALS
· To analyze a novel for archetype and theme

· To analyze and evaluate a variety of expository and argumentative texts for ideas, structure, and language

· To develop informative/explanatory texts using the compare/contrast organizational structure

· To understand the use of active voice and passive voice

· To develop effective arguments using logical reasoning, relevant evidence, and persuasive appeal for effect

	Academic 
	Literary Terms 

	· compare/contrast

· utopia

· dystopia

· universal

· seminar

· Socratic

· argument

· debate

· controversy

· research

· search terms
	· antagonist

            More Vocabulary TBA




Unit 3
The world has dark pages in its history, and at times the challenge of righting such immeasurable wrongs seems impossible. Reading narratives about the Holocaust will reveal the worst in human behavior, but it will also show how individuals can find light in the darkness. In this unit, you will present the voices of fictional or real people who fought the darkness of the Holocaust by helping, hoping, or persevering. You will also apply the lessons of the past to start making a difference today by raising awareness and encouraging people to take action about a significant national or global issue.
Goals

· To engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions

· To analyze the development of a theme or central idea of a text

· To research an issue of national or global significance

· To create an informative and persuasive multimedia presentation

· To strengthen writing through the effective use of voice and mood
	Academic
	 Literary Terms

	· communication

· résumé

· euphemism

· slogan

· media

· media channels

· target audience

· evaluate


	· enunciation

· found poem

· call to action




Unit 4 
If laughter is truly the best medicine, then a study of challenges would not be complete without a close examination of the unique elements of comedy. Overcoming challenges is often easier when we are able to look at the humorous side of life. However, finding humor is not always easy; it can be a challenge in itself. In this unit, you will learn how authors create humor and how they use humor to reveal a universal truth (theme).
Goals

· To analyze how a variety of authors create humor in print and non-print texts

· To analyze how humor is used to reveal a universal truth (theme)

· To write a well-developed analysis of a humorous text

· To analyze and perform a scene from a Shakespearean comedy

· To understand verbals and how they are used in writing

Unit 4 continued……

	Academic
	  Literary

	· juxtaposition

· derision

· denounce

· caricature


	· persona

· satire

· irony

· dialect

· yarn

· alliteration

· comedy

· performance


GRADING
 Your grade will follow the traditional grade scale and will be based on daily assignments, bellwork, group projects, quizzes, tests, participation, and research papers.  Grades will be based on the total accumulated points compared to the points possible. 

Grading Scale                                                                  Grade Weighting
A= 100-90                                                                         40%       Assessments     

B = 89-80                                                 

           30 %      Classwork   

C=  79-70 





           20%       Projects 

D= 69- 60





           10%
 Homework

F = 59 and below 

ABSENCES

 If you are absent (excused only) you may make up the work you missed during your absence for full credit. You are responsible for obtaining any missed assignments and bell work from the classroom or the LEARN website when you return back to class. You have the number of days that you were absent to make up the work and turn it in. Please Plan ahead! If you know you will be absent, see me and the LEARN website for assignments/ resources before or when you are gone. 
LATE WORK

 All assignments need to be turned in on time! Late assignments will not be given full credit.  Failure to write your name on your assignments will result in a “NHI” (not handed in Code) and being absent on the due date will NOT excuse you. Extenuating circumstances (Emergencies/ hospitalizations or death in family)  will be handled as needed. 
BATHROOM   PASSES    Are ONLY For Emergencies.  Students are to use the Bathroom Log to keep track of their bathroom visits.  Students should not be exceeding more than 3 bathroom visits from all their classes in one week.
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

1. I will demonstrate the ability to SPEAK with COURTESY/ ACTIVELY LISTEN and be ACTIVELY 

ENGAGED.  I will follow directions the first time, be prepared to learn, use my time wisely, stay on task and always put forth my best effort.  I will speak maturely, and will show my integrity by using compassion and consideration for other’s feelings.  

2. I will give RESPECT.  I will show COURTESY to myself, my TEACHERS and my CLASSMATES. 

 I WILL RESPECT My School Community and Protect School Property. 

3. I will behave APPROPRIATELY. I will speak and act in ways that reflect positively on myself and are suitable to my class environment. 

       ALWAYS BE THE THREE  in Life! =        RESPECTFUL       RESPOSIBLE            RELIABLE
 CONSEQUENCES FOR NOT FOLLOWING EXPECTATIONS FOR BEHAVIOR

1. Verbal Warning 

2. Time OUT away from the class or in another classroom & complete Time out reflection Form W/ Parent Signature.

3. Phone Call Home

4. Detention / Referral
CLASSROOM REWARDS

1. Full Participation Points / Extra Credit Opportunities

2. Wildcat Coins for Gcats Store

3. Phone Call Home/ Parent Contact

4. PAT Time / Free Time
5. Student recognition/ Awards

6. Class/ team Celebrations 

CLASS EXPECTATIONS FOR ACADEMIC BEHAVIOR 
1. Be responsible and prepared every day.

2. Don’t leave class without understanding the homework!

3. Check LEARN/ Google Classrooms Site for resources. 

4. Tech problems do not excuse you from due assignments. There are public libraries and Wi-Fi Hot spots all over the SUSD12 community.  Parents are also your support in getting you help to complete online assignments. 
5. CHEATING (Giving/ or receiving answers/ work) or PLIAGIARISM (Copying/pasting others work without attribution) will receive a Zero on the Assignment or test.  It will be noted on PowerSchool and a Call/Parent contact will be made. 
6. If your handwriting or typing is NOT Legible, I cannot grade your work. 
7. Always Place Proper heading on your work. No Name = Assignment getting lost, stolen or  “ NHI” 
8. Turn in work in the appropriate places. Online or in Class follow Directions 

9. Always clean up after yourself and push in chairs. Leave your desk area neat and clean for the next class.

10. I dismiss the class, NOT THE BELL!   DO NOT start packing up your belongings until told to do so! 
11. Clean up and packing up is done quickly and quietly (Voice level 0). 

12.  Exit the room promptly to allow other students to enter class and be ready to start next class on time. 

** You may bring a WATER BOTTLE and you can drink when you please. ANY Other Food and Drinks are NOT allowed in the classrooms due to the new Carpets. Please keep these items away in your backpacks. It it is seen, you will be asked to put it away or it may be taken away.   No GUM, CANDY Or FOOD! 

PROCEDURES FOR ENTERING THE CLASSROOM
1. Arrive on time (before the bell rings). Form a Line outside the door against the wall QUIETLY. 
2.  Walk in the room Quietly (that means stop talking).

3.  Immediately take our class materials (Folder, Journal, Pencil bag) & Laptop if indicated to do so.

4. Begin your Bell work / or begin what instructed to do as indicated on the board.

5. Wait Quietly for further instructions. 

PARTICIPATION POINTS

1. I come to class PREPARED and ON TIME.

2. I COMPLETE Bell work, class assignments, group work and bring completed homework EVERY DAY.

3. I FOLLOW DIRECTIONS the First Time they are given, Use my time wisely, stay on task and always put forth my best effort. 

4.  I am respectful; I demonstrate Speaker Courtesy and I Listen to others attentively. 

5. I work positively with others and help my team when necessary. 

6. I ask questions related to the learning in class and I make appropriate comments that relate to the topic being studied. 

7. I carefully think before I Speak. I speak maturely, and show consideration for others feelings and opinions. 

8. I complete all of my in class Assignments and submit them promptly before leaving class. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 8th Grade English Language Arts  SYLLABUS
I Acknowledge that I/ we have read and understood the 8th grade ELA Syllabus which describes  Grading, Late work Policy, Classroom  Expectations, Academic Behavior , Procedures in class, Participation points, and consequences.  I have also asked any relevant questions needed to understand what I need to do in order to be successful in my ELA Class. I know that I must work the majority of the class period so that I am successful this year. I have fully read the syllabus and understand that any inappropriate behavior that interferes with the learning environment will result in the previously stated consequences and be documented on Powerschool.
Date: ________________

Student Name: _______________________________________

Parents/ Guardians

1. I understand what is required of my student in 8th grade ELA Class. 

2. I also understand it is my responsibility to contact Ms. Lopez C if I have any questions or concerns regarding my student’s progress. 

3. I have discussed the Expectations and Consequences sections with my daughter/son, and we are both aware of the consequences of misbehavior. 

4. To the best of my ability, I WILL provide an atmosphere of support and understanding at home, recognizing the necessity of quiet homework time in order for my daughter/son to succeed. 
Parent / Guardian Signature: ________________________________    Date: _________________

Parent Name ( Print): _______________________________________

Phone #   ______________________________   Email: __________________________________

This Signed Acknowledgement is due by Thursday, August 18th.  It will count as a grade!
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