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	Imagine living under a loud, noisy bridge and being surrounded by rotting tomatoes and smelly human excrement. This horrible description of a living condition is described in Cesar Chavez’s Commonwealth Club Address. On November 9, 1984, Chavez shared this speech with community members in San Francisco, California.  He urged the listeners to support the Farm Workers Union. Chavez stated living conditions for Hispanic farm workers were terrible, growers were responsible for the farmer’s problems and Hispanic workers will overcome their civil rights injustices.
	In the 1970’s and 1980’s, the growers, or the farm workers’ bosses, believed the living conditions were fine because the farmers were migrant workers. Despite this belief, Hispanic farm workers suffered from terrible living conditions and Chavez wanted the country to be aware of the neglect. In his speech, The Commonwealth Club Address, Chavez stated the farmers, “lived among garbage and human excrement,” (Chavez 9-10). It was unhealthy for farmers and their families to live in such grotesque conditions. Due to the unsanitary environment, the migrant farm workers’ babies had a, “25 percent higher chance of infant mortality,” (Chavez 18-19). The newborn children often died because of their exposure to diseases caused by excrement. Finally, as the farmers slept, “vicious rats gnaw(ed) on them,” (Chavez 11). The rotting garbage was a buffet for the rats, so there was plenty to eat. However, at times the rats mistakenly nibbled on people instead of the trash. As a result of piles of garbage and human waste, increased infant death and gnawing rats, the farm workers lived in conditions that were unfit for humans. Chavez wanted these unbearable problems, caused by the growers, to end.


